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	Permanent care orders

	Information for prospective permanent carers


Child protection has made the decision to apply for a permanent care order for a child in your care, with your agreement, because the child needs on-going protection and care and cannot return to their parents’ care. 

If the Court makes a permanent care order for the child, the order will give the people named in the order parental responsibility for the child to the exclusion of all others. If you are named in the order you will become the child’s permanent care parents.
Child Protection has no authority to stay involved with a child once a permanent care order is made.
What is parental responsibility?

Parental responsibility means all the duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which, by law or custom, parents have in relation to children. 
Will the order include conditions?

Unless the court orders otherwise, the order will include a condition requiring you, in the child’s best interests, to preserve the child’s identity and connection their culture of origin, and their relationships with their birth family. 

The order may also include conditions concerning contact with the child’s parents, siblings and others significant to the child, and for an Aboriginal child, incorporating a cultural plan for the child.

Before including a condition for contact or a cultural plan, the Court must have regard to the child’s relationship with you and your family, as their permanent care family, and whether the condition:

· is necessary to protect the child or support the permanence of the placement

· is necessary to promote the child’s continuing connection to their parents, siblings or culture

· is sufficiently flexible to accommodate the child’s changing developmental needs over time

· is reasonable in the context of your family’s life

· is necessary given your capacity preserve the child’s identity and connection to their culture of origin, and their relationships with their birth family.
The order may include a condition that the child must not have contact with a parent, sibling or someone else. 

How long does a permanent care order last?

A permanent care order lasts until a child turns 18 years old (or marries, if that happens first). 
What happens to contact with the child’s parent after the permanent care order is made?

When a permanent care order is first made, it may include conditions for contact between the child and the child’s parents up to four times per year. 
Plans for contact will need to be make between you and the person the contact is with.

Nothing prevents additional contact being arranged by agreement in the child’s best interests. 
What financial support will I receive?

DHHS provides a care allowance to approved permanent carers who have a child placed with them. The care allowance is a financial contribution towards the costs incurred by carers in the course of providing care for a child, such as:

· accommodation, clothing, food, utilities, telephone and internet 

· basic personal items for the child such as toiletries and toothbrush 

· household goods and furniture, and baby goods

· food

· clothing and equipment

· recreational activities

· occasional care and babysitting

· entertainment, social activities and other things – pocket money, hobbies and club memberships, outings, toys, photos, gifts, treats
· transport required as part of a regular routine, including to and from school, professional appointments and contact with family.
A care allowance is a contribution from DHHS towards the day-to-day costs incurred in the course of providing home-based care as a volunteer carer. It is not a payment or salary for being a carer and is not compensation for a carer who is not engaged in paid employment. It is not considered to be a source of income for the purposes of annual tax returns, testing eligibility for Commonwealth Government allowance, or when applying for loans from financial institutions.

A fact sheet for carers on the care allowance is available on the DHHS website: https://services.dhhs.vic.gov.au/support-home-based-carers-victoria
Further information about financial allowances and supports is available at https://www.cpmanual.vic.gov.au/advice-and-protocols/advice/out-home-care/administration/financial-allowances-and-resources
Will I be eligible for a Victorian Carer Card?

Permanent carers are eligible for the Victorian Government’s Carer Card Program. A Victorian Carer Card provides free and discounted services, including free public transport on Sunday and discounted entry into government venues such as zoos and museums. For more information and to apply online refer to the carer card program https://www.carercard.vic.gov.au/carers
Can I apply for a passport?

Once a permanent care order has been made, you, as the permanent care parent may apply for a passport for the child. It will take the Passport office longer to process an application for a child under a Children’s Court order and can be a complex process. 
If you think you may need a passport for the child, discuss this early with the child’s case manager and seek assistance to gather the necessary documentation well in advance, including a birth certificate and evidence of citizenship. Some documents may already be held by Child Protection and will provided when the order is made.
For more information about passports, please refer to the child protection manual https://www.cpmanual.vic.gov.au/advice-and-protocols/advice/out-home-care/travel/passports or the Australian Passport Office website (https://www.passports.gov.au/).
What Commonwealth support can I receive?

Permanent care parents are eligible for a range of Commonwealth financial assistance. Prospective or existing permanent carers should enquire about the following supports through the Australian Government Department of Human Services:
· Childcare benefit

· Childcare rebate

· Jobs, Education and Training Child Care Fee Assistance

· Family Tax Benefit

· Assistance for Isolated Children Scheme
Permanent carers are subject to the same Centrelink assets, income and work requirements as other carers.
Where can I get more information and support?

Flexible funding is available to meet extraordinary needs of children under a permanent care order to help with costs not met by the carer allowance, or other funding sources. https://www.cpmanual.vic.gov.au/advice-and-protocols/information-sheets/flexible-funding-for-permanent-care-information-for-carers
New permanent carers

Flexible funding may be endorsed as part of the child’s case plan when an application for a permanent care order is being made. Approved funding will be provided when the permanent care order is made. For further information, talk to the child’s case manager.
PCA Families

Permanent Care and Adoptive Families (PCA Families) is a service that provides support and advocacy for families formed through permanent care and adoption. 

PCA Families is funded to provide post placement support to permanent care families and offers a range of services including: 
· a helpline, providing:

· information
· advocacy and support to help carers support children and young people in their care, and

· referrals to support services

· peer support groups
· training for permanent carers.

Applications given priority by PCA Families:
· Placements under duress or at risk of breakdown.

· Concerns regarding the safety of the child or young person – such as environmental, physical, mental and health.

· Aboriginal children and families.
To find out more, please see the PCA Families website - http://www.pcafamilies.org.au/
PCA Families can be contacted by email to info@pcafamilies.org.au or by phone to 03 9020 1833. 
Permanent care teams

If you have been involved with a permanent care team, they are funded to provide some support to you following the making of a permanent care order. This support is available until the child reaches 18 years of age. Contact your permanent care team for further information.
Can a permanent care order be varied or revoked?

The circumstances of children subject to permanent care orders may change and may result in the need to review the permanent care order. To vary the conditions on the permanent care order or revoke the permanent care order, an application must be made to the Children’s Court. 
An application may be made to the Court by the child, a permanent care parent, or DHHS to vary or revoke the order. A sibling may apply to vary the order.
A parent may apply to vary or revoke the order, but only with leave of the Court. There are several matters the court must consider when deciding whether to grant leave.
If the order is varied by the Court after 12 months, the limit on the number of contacts with parents that may be ordered no longer applies.
In general, applications are usually made when conditions of an existing court order are not being met. For instance: 

· contact is not being honoured by the parent or

· the permanent carer is not honouring the contact requirement of the court order

· the order was made more than 12 months ago and there is a need to change contact conditions on an order where 4 contacts per year were ordered initially. 

A variation of a permanent care order can only be made by the Children’s Court.
If the court receives and application for leave to apply from a parent, or an application to vary or revoke a permanent care order, the Court may request a report by child protection.

What happens if a permanent carer dies?

Where a permanent carer has died, and there is another permanent carer named on the order, then the remaining permanent carer continues to have parental responsibility for the child.  

If DHHS is informed that permanent carer has died, leaving no-one with parental responsibility for the child, it must notify the Children’s Court. The order will be taken to be a care by Secretary order and DHHS will have sole parental responsibility for the child without the need for a Children’s Court hearing. 

Child Protection will notify the person who has the care of the child, the child if they are over 10 years of age and the parent of the child of the change of order, and will work with the child and their permanent care and birth families to determine appropriate arrangements for the care and protection of the child.
Contact information

The child protection worker’s name: _______________________________________

Their contact number: _______________________________________

Their Department of Health and Human Services’ office: ___________________________________
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