
give copy of 
direction to  

parents, child, 
and Court

process

decision

timeframe

related process

document

review risk assessment?

KEY

give copy to child
and parent and inform 

carers

prepare direction to parent/s to 
resume parental responsibility 

under s. 288A or 289A

prepare new version of case plan with 
perm objective of family preservation

family reunification 
objective

review case plan

decision to
reunify in specified 

timeframe

SAFER
practice 

activities to 
support family 
preservation

order taken to be FPO from 
date of direction with same 

expiry date as original order - 
any conditions continue

placement

with direction, and 
to Court within 14 
days of direction

* legislated timeframe

At least 6 weeks 
before intended 
date of direction

prepare child for return to 
parental care

issue direction to 
parents to resume 

full parental 
responsibility

if necessary, issue 
notice of direction 

under family 
preservation order 
under s. 280(1)(2)

with return home 
where issue is not 
addressed by existing 
conditions
(if in best interests of 
child, and both 
reasonable and lawful)

only if a sufficient 
period remains before 
the order expiry date

return is safe and 
there are no court 
applications on foot

if internal review of 
decision to reunify, do not 
proceed until concluded

within 6 weeks of parent 
being allowed to have care 

of their child without planned 
return from contact 

court

if necessary, apply to vary or 
add conditions if required 

(Court may determine without  
attendance)

family reunification or 
care by Secretary order 
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