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	Permanent care orders

	Information for parents


The Children’s Court has made a permanent care order for your child. This order provides on-going protection and care when a child cannot return to parental and suitable permanent carers are available. 

Under the order, the carers become your child’s permanent care parents. They have all the rights and responsibilities for your child that parents usually have in relation to children. This is to the exclusion of all others. It means no-one else has parental responsibility for your child anymore.
If you or the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services has had parental responsibility for your child until now, the permanent care order brings that to an end. Child protection has no authority to continue to be involved with your child.
Before making the order, the Court will have considered all the evidence put before it, including your views and wishes, and the views and wishes of others involved.
Unless the court has ordered otherwise, the permanent care parents have a responsibility to preserve your child’s identity and connection to the culture they were born into, and relationships with their birth family.
How long does a permanent care order last?

A permanent care order lasts until your child turns 18 years old (or marries if that happens first). 

Where will my child live?

Your child will live with their permanent carer parents. (Children will usually have been living with their intended permanent care parents for some time before the order is made). 
Can I see my child?

When a permanent care order is first made, the Court can order contact with parents up to four times per year. This happens in most cases. The Court can also make an order that the child is not to have contact with someone. 
Plans for contact will be worked out between you and your child’s permanent care parents.

You may be able to have more contact if everyone agrees. This is something the permanent care parents can decide. They have to do what is best for your child.

Can a permanent care order be varied or revoked?

Your child, a sibling of theirs, their permanent care parents and the department may apply to vary or revoke a permanent care order.

You can only apply to vary the order in the first twelve months if a contact condition of the order has not been complied with.

If you want to apply to vary or revoke the order, you will first need to seek leave to apply from the Children’s Court.

The Children’s Court will decide whether you can make an application. 

The Court will put the best interests of your child first. They will consider the need to protect your child and support the permanency of the placement, the need to promote their continuing connection with you, their siblings and culture. They will look at factors like the child’s current circumstances, potential disruption to the child’s permanent care placement and the child’s relationship with the permanent carers, and whether there has been a significant change in circumstances. If you are seeking to revoke the order you will need to demonstrate that you will be able to permanently fulfil the responsibilities and duties of parenthood and provide adequately for the emotional, intellectual, educational and other needs of the child. 
What if I don’t agree with what happens at Court?

If you don’t agree with an application to the Children’s Court relating to your child, you can challenge the application in court.

If you think a decision of the Children’s Court is unfair, you have the right to appeal to the County Court. You have to do this within one month of the order being made.

Appeal forms are available from your nearest Children's Court, any Magistrate's Court or the County Court. 

It is best to seek the help of a lawyer if you decide to challenge an application in the Children’s Court or appeal a decision in the County Court.

Where can I get legal advice?

Enquiries about legal assistance may be made to:

· the lawyer who represented you at court 

· Victoria Legal Aid, Melbourne, telephone 1300 792 387 

· The Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service Co-op Ltd, telephone 1800 064 865

· Djirra (formerly known as Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention & Legal Service Victoria), telephone 1800 105 303.
Contact information

The child protection worker’s name: _______________________________________

Their contact number: _______________________________________

Their Department of Health and Human Services’ office: ___________________________________
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