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	Immunisation for children in out-of-home care

	Information for child protection practitioners (CPPs) and Community Service Organisations (CSOs) case managers  
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What you need to know
Children in out-of-home care are often behind with their immunisations, putting them and others at risk of preventable disease
It is the responsibility of CPPs and CSOs to ensure that the child has up to date immunisations
It is the responsibility of the CPPs and CSOs to ensure that the child’s immunisation status is recorded accurately in CRIS or CRISSP
Carers of children in out-of-home care will be required to provide an Immunisation History Statement for them to attend kindergarten, childcare and primary school
Children in out-of-home care are eligible for the ‘Grace period’, which allows the child to enrol and commence in childcare or kindergarten whilst the Immunisation History Statement is accessed or catch-up vaccines are initiated. Further information regarding the ‘Grace period eligibility’
Carers’ access to Centrelink and Child Care Benefit payments may be restricted if immunisations are not up to date.
Why is immunisation important?
Immunisation is an essential part of health care. It protects those people who have been vaccinated and also protects those in our community who may be unable to receive vaccines themselves, by reducing the prevalence and spread of disease.
Consent for immunisations
A child specific instrument of authorisation specifying routine medical care or a standard authorisation allows carers to consent immunisations. Immunisations are considered routine medical care (confirmed under the definition of ‘major long-term issue’ in section 3 of the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005).
You should authorise a carer via a child specific instrument of authorisation or standard authorisation from the CSO as per policy guidelines.
Carers must take a copy of the child specific instrument of authorisation or standard authorisation to medical appointments as evidence of their authority to consent to immunisations for the child.
If for exceptional reasons it is assessed as not appropriate to include immunisations on the child specific instrument of authorisation, or the carer has not been issued with the standard authorisation and the child is subject to a family reunification order, care by Secretary order, or long-term care order, it becomes the responsibility of the CPPs and CSOs to obtain the immunisation for the child in a timely manner.
.Mature minor[footnoteRef:1] consent applies if the Immunisation Provider deems an adolescent can provide their own valid consent for vaccination.  [1:  young people can be deemed to be able to provide consent for their own treatment if they meet the ‘mature minor’ or ‘Gillick principle’.] 

Refer to the Department of Education and Training policy https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/mature-minors-and-decision-making/policy.


How can I find out if a child in out-of-home care is up to date with their immunisations?
Regardless of the age of the child in out-of-home care, it is important to know if their immunisations are up to date.
You should determine a child’s immunisation status as a matter of priority. This can be achieved in several ways:
A GP or local council immunisation service can access the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) and provide you or the child’s carer with the child’s immunisation history. 
If the child is registered on a Medicare card with the department, agency or carer, an Immunisation History Statement can be accessed by calling 1800 037 723 or online at medicareaustralia.gov.au/online 
If the child remains on their parents’ Medicare card, you must provide a written statement or court order to a Medicare office, which details the placement of the child under the lawful care of the organisation making the request.  This will authorise you to access an Immunisation History Statement.
The immunisation history must be recorded in CRIS or CRISSP.

When is vaccination required and where can a child be vaccinated?
Immunisations routinely occur at 2,4,6,12 and 18 months of age, 4 years of age and in Years 7 and 10 of secondary school. If any of these schedule points are missed children require an age appropriate catch-up of overdue vaccines.
A GP or local council immunisation service can provide these vaccines for free and determine a catch-up plan.
Immunisation at the health check
All children living in out-of-home care should have a health check with a General Practitioner (GP) within one month of entering care, and every year thereafter. The following actions should be completed prior to, or during these appointments: 
Determine that the carer is able to take the child to the GP check and discuss the need for immunisation with them
When making a GP appointment for a child’s health check, advise the carer to ask for a long appointment and indicate that immunisation catch- up may be required
Remind the carer to take their copy of the child specific instrument of authorisation or standard authorisation with them to the appointment as evidence of their authority to consent to immunisation for the child
The GP practice will provide free vaccines and will also determine if/when more vaccines are due
Be aware that ongoing appointments are often required to complete a child’s overdue immunisations
A GP can determine if there is a medical reason why a child can’t be fully immunised. The GP completes the AIR Medical Exemption form and lodges this with AIR. (This information should also be noted on the child’s case file)
If you have any questions about immunisation, ask the GP or call the Immunisation Section at DHHS on 1300 882 008 or the AIR on 1800 037 723.
What if the child needs to be enrolled in childcare, kindergarten or school?
Childcare or kindergarten
In Victoria, to enrol a child in childcare or kindergarten, an Immunisation History Statement must be provided which shows the child:
is fully vaccinated for their age
is on a recognised catch-up schedule
has a medical reason not to be vaccinated.
For the purposes of enrolment, an up to date Immunisation History Statement from the AIR is required. Children in out-of-home care are eligible for the ‘Grace period’, which allows the child to enrol and commence in childcare or kindergarten whilst documentation is accessed or catch-up vaccines are initiated. Further information regarding the ‘Grace period eligibility’ 
Primary school
By law, in Victoria, you must provide a School Entry Immunisation Status Certificate to enrol a child in primary school. The child does not need to be fully immunised to enrol in primary school. The certificate is a statement showing which immunisations a child has received prior to starting school. 
To complete the requirement, provide an up to date Immunisation History Statement from the AIR.  See above for how to access this statement.
The school keeps a copy of the certificate. In the event of a disease outbreak, unimmunised children or children who have not presented a certificate can be quickly identified and excluded from attending school until the risk of infection has passed.
Secondary school
In Victoria, to enrol a child in secondary school, no special immunisation documentation is required. 
Vaccinations are offered free to students in Year 7(aged 12 to 13 years) and Year 10 (aged 15 to 16 years) of secondary school. 
If the child in out-of-home care is enrolled in Year 7 or Year 10 of secondary school, a vaccine consent booklet will be sent home from school at the start of the school year. If a child specific instrument of authorisation or standard authorisation has been issued to the carer, they should sign this consent booklet and return it to the child’s school.  If not, you will need to sign this consent booklet.
If an adolescent is not attending secondary school they can receive the free vaccine from a GP, local council or some Pharmacy immunisation services (for limited vaccines from 15 years of age).
Regardless of the age of the child in your care, it is important to determine if they are overdue for any vaccines.  Catch-up vaccines can be provided for free to all children and adolescents in Victoria under the age of 20 years.
 For further information about vaccinations
Contact the Immunisation Section, DHHS: 
Email – immunisation@dhhs.vic.gov.au
Ph. 1300 882 008 (M-F 9-12md, 2-3PM)
Contact the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) skill group for wards of the state on 1800 037 723
Speak to a GP or a local council immunisation service
Visit the Better Health Channel at http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au 
Visit the Early Years Agreement for Children in Out of Home Care that specifies targets for immunisations  https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/health/outofhomecare/Pages/earlychildhoodagreement.aspx
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